
APPENDIX J 
RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-3 
 
 
 

Comment A 
Fred Perez 

 
A-1 
The preliminary design of the trail shows that the proposed project 
would closely match the existing elevation.  The proposed project 
would also have a cross slope draining towards the tracks into a 
proposed drainage ditch and drain away from private property. The 
Draft Subsequent Mitigation Negative Declaration (MND) evaluates 
potential drainage impacts in Section IX. Hydrology and Water Quality, 
and concludes that the hydrology and drainage impacts of the 
proposed project would be less than significant.  
 
A-2 
There is a width of approximately 20 feet between the North County 
Transit District (NCTD) safety buffer and the residential private 
property lines in which the proposed project would be constructed.  As 
described in the Draft MND, a typical section of the proposed project 
would have a total width of 14 feet, and a minimum section would 
have a total width of 12 feet. With the dimensions of the typical and 
minimum sections, and the approximately 20 feet available between 
the safety buffer and the residential private property lines, SANDAG 
does not anticipate the removal of, or any other impacts to, the 
private property of this resident, including but not limited to the 
existing wall or other structures located on private property.  
However, the preliminary design assumes that the location of the 
NCTD right-of-way property line is along the existing homeowner 
fences; the precise location of the right-of-way will be confirmed 
during the final design phase. This comment does not raise any 
environmental issues that CEQA required be addressed in the MND. 
 
 

 
Inland Rail Trail Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program     Page 1 



Appendix J – Final Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 

A-3 
Upon completion of project construction by SANDAG, the cities of 
Vista and San Marcos, and the County of San Diego, would assume 
responsibility for maintenance of the portion of the bike path within 
their jurisdiction, including the performance of any maintenance that 
is necessary as a result of acts of vandalism.  Neither this comment, 
the other comments provided on the Draft MND, or other information 
in the record provide substantial evidence that the proposed project 
would result in vandalism that would cause significant physical 
changes to the existing environment. 
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B-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comment B 
Mark Sansait 

 
 
B-1 
This comment is noted and will be included in the public record for the 
proposed project.  However, none of the comments in this letter raise 
issues that CEQA requires be addressed in an MND. To clarify, as 
described in the Draft MND, the proposed project would provide a 
Class I bike path for bicycles and pedestrians, separated from vehicle 
traffic. The proposed project would be located from the termination of 
an existing portion of the Inland Rail Trail in the City of San Marcos, to 
the border of the cities of Vista and Oceanside. Upon completion of 
the proposed project, there would be a continuous bicycle path from 
the Escondido SPRINTER station in the City of Escondido, through the 
cities of San Marcos and Vista, to the Oceanside-Vista border. The 
proposed project would provide bicycle and pedestrian access to five 
SPRINTER stations, as well as other major destinations, such as 
Palomar College and Vista Village on Main Street. As a multi-use path 
separated from vehicle traffic, the proposed project is designed to 
safely accommodate all users, including bicyclists, pedestrians, transit 
riders, children, older people, and disabled people. Moreover, the 
proposed project is identified in the adopted SANDAG Regional Bicycle 
Plan. This plan presents an interconnected network of different 
classifications of bicycle facilities that is intended to enable residents 
to bicycle within and between major regional destinations and activity 
centers. The proposed project is one part of the interconnected 
regional network proposed in the Regional Bicycle Plan. As a Class I 
bike path, the proposed project is intended to provide a critical 
connection where roadways are absent or not conducive to bicycle 
travel. The Regional Bicycle Plan identifies other facilities, such as Class 
II bike lanes and Class II bike routes that would be located along 
existing roadways.  
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B-1 
Cont. 
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C-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C-2 

Comment C 
Josef Kucera 

 

C-1 
This comment is noted and will be included in the public record for the 
proposed project. The comment is correct that the County of San 
Diego identifies in its long-range plans the re-alignment of South Santa 
Fe Avenue near the intersection with Buena Creek Road (located on 
the south side of the Buena Creek SPRINTER station). However, there 
is currently no funding or schedule for the design or construction of 
this road re-alignment. Because there is no funding or schedule for 
design or construction of the road re-alignment, it would be 
speculative for SANDAG to evaluate the potential environmental 
impacts of constructing the proposed project with the assumption that 
the road re-alignment project would be constructed concurrently. 
SANDAG is coordinating with the County of San Diego for the design of 
the proposed project, including the design of the project through 
Buena Creek Road near the South Santa Fe Avenue/Buena Creek Road 
intersection. The County of San Diego has the ultimate approval 
authority over the design of the proposed project within its 
jurisdiction. This comment does not raise any environmental issues 
that CEQA requires be addressed in an MND. 
 

C-2 
SANDAG acknowledges that riding a bicycle on the sidewalk is illegal 
under the City of Vista Municipal Code (§10.68.100). However, 
bicyclists riding in parking lots would be considered as moving 
vehicles. The Inland Rail Trail bike path is intended to be a multi-use 
path; bicyclists and pedestrians would be permitted to use the path. 
SANDAG intends to separate the bike trail and from pedestrians at 
SPRINTER stations where feasible. SANDAG is working with the local 
agencies and NCTD on the final design of the bike path at SPRINTER 
stations. The draft MND analyzes the safety of pedestrians and 
bicyclists and concludes that no significant impacts would occur as a 
result of the proposed project.  
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C-2 
Cont. 
 
 
 
 
C-3 

 
 
 
 
C-3 
Along Civic Center Drive west of the transit station, the sidewalk would 
be widened to up to 12 feet in width and may be re-classified as a 
multi-use path; a separated sidewalk may not be constructed due to 
design constraints.  It would be similar to the bike path along 
Woodland Parkway between the SPRINTER line and Rancheros Drive in 
San Marcos. It is anticipated that fencing would be constructed to 
have physical separation between the path and motor vehicle traffic.  
 
If the Inland Rail Trail project is approved with sections of the trail on 
the sidewalk in the City of Vista, an amendment to the City of Vista 
Municipal Code (§10.68.100) would be required to provide an 
exception where sidewalks are clearly designated to be part of a multi-
use trail with appropriate warnings for pedestrians and bicyclists. The 
draft MND analyzes the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists and 
concludes that no significant impacts would occur as a result of the 
project. 
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D-1 

Comment D 
Ronald Sanchez 

 
 
D-1 
This comment is noted and will be included in the public record for the 
proposed project. One of the goals of this project is to provide safe 
and effective pedestrian and bicycle connectivity. 
 
Coordination with the Cities of Vista and San Marcos, as well as the 
County of San Diego is ongoing for including additional trail entrance 
and exit locations.   SANDAG has identified and is currently reviewing 
the feasibility to incorporate the following access points: 
 

• West Connecticut Ave at Calle Chapultepec  
• Redland Street at West Orange Street 
• Rincon Street 
• Kilby Lane 
• Phillips Street at Phillips Circle 
• Hannalei Drive 
• Las Flores Drive 

 
Additional access points, if identified, would be located within the 
project area evaluated in the Draft MND. This comment does not raise 
any environmental issues that CEQA requires be addresses in an MND. 
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Comment E 
Maya Rosas 

 
 
E-1 
In response to this comment, Ms. Rosas was provided with Internet 
links for the Inland Rail Trail Fact Sheet, Inland Rail Trail SANDAG 
website, and the Public Review Draft of the Subsequent MND. This 
comment does not raise any environmental issues that CEQA requires 
be addressed in an MND. 
 
 
 
 

E-1 
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Comment F 

Native American Heritage Commission 
 

 
F-1 
As discussed in Section V of the Draft MND, the proposed project was 
originally evaluated in a Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) in 
1999, and evaluated again with a Supplemental HPSR in 2013. The 
Draft MND determined that the proposed project would not cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource, 
including an archaeological resource, as defined by CEQA Guidelines 
§15064.5. 
 
The resource identification efforts described in the HPSR, 
Supplemental HPSR, and Draft MND  that support the Draft MND 
conclusion of no significant impact to a historical or archaeological 
resource are  summarized below: 
 
• A consultation letter was sent on March 23, 2012 to the Native 

American Heritage Commission.  The NAHC provided a search of 
sacred lands and no Native American Cultural Resources were 
identified in the project area.  The NAHC also provided a list of 
interested parties to contact.  

• Native American representatives on the list provided by the NAHC 
were contacted to notify them of the project and solicit concerns. 
This consultation is summarized in the Supplemental HPSR. 

• A records search was obtained from the South Coastal Information 
Center at San Diego State University. 

• A pedestrian survey of the project area was conducted by qualified 
archaeologists.  No resources archaeological or Native American 
resources were identified. 

F-1 
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F-2 
The Supplemental HPSR summarized in the Draft MND did not identify any 
existing cultural resources and determined that the project area yielded a 
low potential for buried archaeology and historic resources. However, 
mitigation measure CUL-1 has been included in the proposed project to 
ensure that potential impacts to any unknown cultural resources, in the 
unlikely event they are discovered during construction activities, would 
remain less than significant. 
 
• CUL-1: Prior to the start of construction, a qualified archaeologist will be 

retained with an on call contract and the resident engineer will ensure 
that emergency contact information is retained at the job site 
throughout construction.  If cultural materials are discovered during 
construction, all earth-moving activity within and around the immediate 
discovery area will be diverted until a qualified archaeologist can assess 
the nature and significance of the find and determine if additional 
cultural or Native American consultation is necessary. 

 
Disturbance to human remains, including those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries is not anticipated because the project site is already highly 
disturbed due to construction activity associated with the existing NCTD 
rail line. If human remains are discovered, California Health and Safety 
Code Section 7050.5 states that further disturbances and activities shall 
cease in any area or nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and the 
County Coroner contacted. If such a discovery occurs, a temporary 
construction exclusion zone shall be established surrounding the area of 
the discovery so that the area would be protected, and consultation and 
treatment could occur as prescribed by law. Furthermore, pursuant to 
Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, if the Coroner recognizes the 
remains to be Native American, the coroner shall notify the NAHC who will 
then notify the Most Likely Descendent. If Native American remains are 
discovered, the remains shall be kept in situ, or in a secure location in 
close proximity to where they were found, and the analysis of the remains 
shall only occur on-site in the presence of a Native American monitor. 
Further provisions of PRC 5097.98 are to be followed as applicable. 
Compliance with existing codes would ensure that potential impacts 
related to disturbance of human remains, in the likely event such impacts 
occur, remain less than significant. 

F-1 
Cont. 

F-2 
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Comment G 
Bonnie Kucera 

 
G-1 
These comments are noted and will be included in the public record 
for the proposed project. However, these comments do not raise any 
environmental issues that CEQA requires be addressed in an MND.  
 

G-1 
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G-1 
cont. 
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G-1 
cont. 
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G-1 
cont. 
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Comment H 

California Public Utilities Commission 
 

H-1 
SANDAG acknowledges receipt of the letter dated June 27, 2013 from the 
California Public Utilities Commission. However, this comment does not 
raise any environmental issues that CEQA requires be addressed in an 
MND. 
 
To clarify, the quote from the Draft MND cited in this comment refers 
solely to at-grade crossings of City and County roadways – it does not refer 
to rail crossings.  The text of the project description related to at-grade 
crossings of City and County roadways is provided below (see pages 5-6 of 
the Final MND): 
 
Potential Alignments for At-Grade Roadway Crossings 
 
The environmental analysis of this Subsequent MND considers two possible 
alignments for at-grade crossings of City and County roadways. One 
possible alignment would have the proposed project depart the NCTD ROW 
at the City or County roadway, then run parallel with the roadway away 
from the railroad tracks to the nearest roadway intersection, at which the 
proposed project would cross the roadway. The proposed project would 
then run parallel with the roadway toward the railroad tracks, at which 
point it would re-enter NCTD ROW. Under this alignment, the proposed 
project would typically run along a 10-foot-wide sidewalk, which would 
operate as a multi-use path. The other possible alignment would cross the 
roadway directly, parallel to NCTD railroad tracks.  
 
Actual alignments for each at-grade crossing of City and County roadways 
would be analyzed during final design and would be selected after 
coordination among SANDAG and local jurisdictions and in accordance 
with applicable laws and regulations. Alignments may vary at different at-
grade crossings. 

H-1 
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In the project description, all “at-grade crossings” that are discussed 
refer to the crossing of local roads that run perpendicular to the 
SPRINTER rail and the bike trail.  The final environmental document 
has been updated to reflect that these crossings are of local roads, not 
the railroad line. The proposed project does not propose any new at-
grade rail crossings.  
 
However, there are currently a maximum of three proposed existing 
rail crossings as listed below: 
 
1. West side of Civic Center Drive (parallel to the existing road and 

existing sidewalk crossings) 
2. Buena Creek road at South Santa Fe intersection (parallel to 

existing Buena Creek road crossing) 
3. Buena Creek Transit Station (parallel to existing pedestrian 

crossing). 
 
In coordination with local agencies (NCTD), CPUC approval is required 
for these three crossings. 
 
H-2 
This comment is noted and will be included in the public record for the 
proposed project. However, this comment does not raise any issues 
that CEQA requires be addressed in an MND. SANDAG will coordinate 
and obtain CPUC authorizations and/or approvals for modifications of 
existing railroad crossings as required by existing laws and regulations.  
 
H-3 
This comment is noted and will be included in the public record for the 
proposed project. SANDAG acknowledges that modification of an 
existing rail crossing requires either CPUC authorization through the 
GO 88-B process or Formal Application to the Commission, and has 
revised the Final MND accordingly. This comment does not raise any 
issues that CEQA requires be addressed in an MND.  

H-2 

H-3 
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H-3 
Cont. 
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Comment I 
State Clearinghouse  

 
 

 
I-1 
This comment is noted. No further response is required.  

I-1 
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