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COMMENTS RESPONSES

RTC-1

A-1

A-1 This comment letter confirms receipt and distribution of the draft IS/
MND and documents project compliance with State Clearinghouse 
review requirements for the draft IS/MND pursuant to CEQA.  No 
further response is required.
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COMMENTS RESPONSES

RTC-3

B-1 

B-2

B-3

From: Kershek, Lauren
To: Esposito, Lauren
Cc: Schlitt, Paul@Wildlife
Subject: Comments on SD River Trail Qualcomm Stadium Segment draft MND
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 3:47:09 PM

In Reply Refer To:
FWS-SDG-16B0080-16CPA0045

Dear Ms. Esposito,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated
 Negative Declaration (MND), dated November 2015, for the San Diego River Trail –
 Qualcomm Stadium Segment Project within the City of San Diego. The comments provided
 herein are based on the draft MND and associated documents, our knowledge of sensitive and
 declining vegetation communities in the County of San Diego, and our participation in
 regional conservation planning efforts.

The primary concern and mandate of the Service is the protection of public fish and wildlife
 resources and their habitats. The Service has legal responsibility for the welfare of migratory
 birds, anadromous fish, and endangered animals and plants occurring in the United States.
 The Service is also responsible for administering the Federal Endangered Species Act (Act) of
 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), including habitat conservation plans (HCP)
 developed under section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Act.

The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) proposes to construct a 0.8 mile
 segment of the San Diego River Trail through Qualcomm Stadium in the Mission Valley
 community of the City of San Diego. The project will result in impacts only to non-native
 vegetation and disturbed/developed areas. Construction of portions of the project will occur
 adjacent to riparian habitat in the San Diego River.

We offer the following comment to assist SANDAG in avoiding and minimizing project-
related impacts to biological resources:

The draft MND states that the federally endangered least Bell’s vireo (Vireo
 bellii pusillus, vireo) has not been detected near the project area. However,
 annual protocol surveys of the San Diego River have consistently detected
 vireos immediately adjacent to the project area since 2009 (Lynn and Kus
 2012). Therefore, construction should be conducted outside the breeding
 season (March 15 to September 15). If construction during the breeding season
 cannot be avoided, we recommend that SANDAG contact the Service for
 measures to avoid impacts to nesting vireos.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft MND. Please contact me at the phone

B-1 This comment provides introductory statements and no further response 
is required.

B-2 As stated in Section 7.4.a of the IS, the federally- and state-endangered 
least Bell’s vireo has the potential to occur within habitat adjacent to 
the proposed bike path alignment, but outside of the proposed project’s 
impact limits.  While the IS notes that the least Bell’s vireo was not 
observed in the most recent surveys conducted within the portion of the 
river adjacent to the project site (2013 surveys conducted for the City 
of San Diego Public Utilities Department), the final IS/MND has been 
revised to acknowledge that previous surveys conducted by the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS) for the San Diego River Conservancy 
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 number below if you have any questions or comments regarding these comments.

Lauren Kershek
Biologist (Endangered Species)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2177 Salk Ave, Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA 92008
(760) 431-9440 x208

Literature Cited:

Lynn, S. and B.E. Kus. 2014. Distribution, abundance, and breeding activities of the
 least Bell’s vireo along the San Diego River, California. 2008-2012 Summary Report.
 Prepared for the San Diego River Conservancy, San Diego, California.

B-3
cont.

B-2
cont.

B-3 These are concluding statements and no further response is required.

(Lynn S. and Kus B.  2014.  Distribution, Abundance, and Breeding 
Activities of the Least Bell’s Vireo along the San Diego River, California.  
2008 to 2012 Summary Report) observed least Bell’s vireo within the 
adjacent river corridor, including some locations within 500 feet of the 
project site in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012.  However, the revisions do 
not change the assessment in the IS that the project could result in a 
potentially significant indirect impact to this special status species if 
construction activities occur during its breeding season (March  15 
through September 15).  Mitigation measures are identified in the IS and 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) of this final IS/
MND (BIO-1 and BIO-2) that would reduce potential indirect impacts 
to below a level of significance during construction activities within the 
breeding season.  The avoidance of construction during the breeding 
season will most likely not be feasible. Therefore, SANDAG will contact 
the Service and identify and implement avoidance and minimization 
measures to avoid and/or reduce impacts to nesting vireos, as applicable.
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C-1

C-2

C-1 This comment provides introductory statements and no further response 
is required.

C-2 The project entails constructing a portion of the San Diego River 
Trail through the Qualcomm Stadium parking lot in an area within the 
boundaries of the portion of the San Diego River Park addressed in the 
San Diego River Park Master Plan.  The project is not implementing 
the San Diego River Park Master Plan and, thus, is not subject to the 
design criteria and guidelines contained in the San Diego River Park 
Master Plan.  Moreover, the proposed alignment through the Qualcomm 
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C-2 
cont.

C-3

C-4

Stadium parking lot is anticipated to be an interim alignment until such 
time the San Diego River Park Master Plan can be implemented. 

C-2
cont.

C-3 As stated in response C-2 above, the project is not subject to the design 
criteria and guidelines contained in the San Diego River Park Master 
Plan.

C-4 As identified in Sections 7.4.b and 7.4.c of the IS, the project would not 
impact riparian habitat or waters under the jurisdiction of the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Section 7.9.h of the IS notes that 
portions of the bike path would be located within a mapped 100-year 
flood hazard area, but the proposed improvements are within the paved 
parking lot of Qualcomm Stadium and would not impede or redirect 
flood flows.  Given that no impacts related to riparian resources or 
floodplain exclusion would occur, the project would not require a Lake 
and Streambed Alteration Agreement.
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C-4 
cont.

C-6

C-5

C-5 As stated in Section 7.4.a of the IS, the federally- and state-endangered 
least Bell’s vireo has the potential to occur within habitat adjacent to the 
proposed bike path alignment, but outside of the proposed project’s impact 
limits.  While the IS notes that the least Bell’s vireo was not observed 
in the most recent surveys conducted within the portion of the river 
adjacent to the project site (2013 surveys conducted for the City of San 
Diego Public Utilities Department), the final IS/MND has been revised 
to acknowledge that previous surveys conducted by the USGS for the 
San Diego River Conservancy (Lynn S. and Kus B.  2014.  Distribution, 
Abundance, and Breeding Activities of the Least Bell’s Vireo along the 
San Diego River, California.  2008 to 2012 Summary Report) observed 
least Bell’s vireo within the adjacent river corridor, including some 
locations within 500 feet of the project site in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 
2012.  However, the revisions do not change the assessment in the IS 
that the project could result in a potentially significant indirect impact 
to this special status species during construction activities within the 
breeding season (March 15 through September 15).  Mitigation measures 
are identified in the IS and MMRP of this final IS/MND (BIO‑1 and 
BIO-2) that would reduce potential indirect impacts to below a level of 
significance if construction activities cannot avoid the breeding season.  
The avoidance of construction during the breeding season will most 
likely not be feasible. Therefore, SANDAG will contact the Service and 
identify and implement avoidance and minimization measures to avoid 
and/or reduce impacts to nesting vireos, as applicable.

C-6 These are concluding statements and no further response is required.
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From: jnugent50@aol.com
To: Esposito, Lauren
Cc: rhutsel@sandiegoriver.org; dottie.surdi@svn.com; SDRiverTrail@schmidtdesign.com; Vance, Stephan
Subject: San Diego River Trail - Qualcomm Stadium Segment Project Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
Date: Thursday, November 05, 2015 7:40:36 AM

I am submitting this comment on the San Diego River Trail - Qualcomm
 Stadium Segment Project Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
 Declaration while also seeking clarification on this project: The documents state
 "The proposed project would consist of Class I bikeway, which is a path that provides
 a separated right-of-way for the exclusive use of people walking and riding bikes,
 extending eastward from the terminus of Fenton Parkway along a vegetated slope
 behind the Fenton Marketplace shopping center and through the southern portion of
 the Qualcomm Stadium parking lot to connect with Rancho Mission Road."

Does the "separated right-of-way for the exclusive use of people walking and riding
 bikes" mean that it is separated from motorized vehicles OR does it mean that the
 pathway will have a "separated right-of-way for the exclusive use of people walking
 and riding bikes" mean that the path will be divided with separate lanes for bikes and
 separate lanes for pedestrians?

It appears to me from the documents that the intent of this San Diego River Trail
- Qualcomm Stadium Segment Project is to expand the Regional Bike
Path, where pedestrians appear to be considered as a secondary nuisance. Is it the
intent of this document that pedestrians will be regulated to the "shoulder" (as is
proposed for the realignment of the Ocean Beach/Sefton Field portion of the path)
where they walk single file in order for bicyclists to ride by at speeds of 10-

20km/hr, creating an extremely unsafe environment for pedestrian families with small
children or pedestrians with animals or are the pedestrians to share the path
with bicyclists trying to ride the same path at speeds of 10-20km/hrm?.

From my perspective there should be dedicated bike lanes going opposite directions
 on each side of the path (shoulders) with the center portion of the path being
 designated as a pedestrian walkway, where pedestrians can naturally walk side by
 side in a social manner rather than the "hiking manner" proposed in the Ocean
 Beach/Sefton Field portion of the pathway.

John W. Nugent
5765 Friars Rd #150
San Diego, CA 92110
(619) 772-8855

D-2

D-1

D-4

D-3

D-1 This comment provides introductory statements and no further response
is required.

D-2 Class I bikeways are shared-use paths that are physically separated from
motorized vehicular traffic.  Class I bikeways accommodate people 
walking and riding bicycles and other non-motorized modes of travel.  
Separate lanes for bicycles and pedestrians are not typically included in 
the design of Class I bikeways and will not be a feature of this project.

D-3 The proposed Class I bikeway would be a shared, multi-use facility
whereby people riding bikes yield to people walking.  Pedestrians would 
not be required to use the shoulders of the bike path. This is standard 
practice in San Diego and nationally.

D-4 Thank you for your suggestion on bike path design.  The proposed project
is being designed per California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
standards (Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000, Bikeway Planning 
and Design) as described in the San Diego Regional Bicycle Plan, Riding 
to 2050.  As noted in the Caltrans design criteria, separate pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities are necessary only when significant pedestrian use 
is anticipated, and significant pedestrian use is not anticipated for the 
proposed project as it is not in an area where walking is a common mode 
of transportation, such as a beach boardwalk.




