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Changes Incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact
Report for the Buena Vista Lagoon Enhancement Project,
State Clearinghouse Number 201304179

This document is being prepared and processed under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) by the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) as the
lead agency. This document constitutes the Final Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) and the title of the document has been updated to reflect that status.

Following the public review period of the Draft EIR, clarifications and
corrections were incorporated into the Final EIR. The changes incorporated
into the Final EIR were for information and clarification purposes and did not
result in the identification of new or substantial increase in the severity of
significant environmental impacts. Key changes are identified and summarized
in the table below. Text changes in the Final EIR are indicated by
underline/strikeout text with a line in the margin next to the modified text.
Note that some minor text changes (e.g., typographic changes) are not
reflected in this table or in the underline/strikeout text of the Final EIR.
Additionally, copies of all letters and comments received regarding the Draft
EIR and the responses to the comments are included in Appendix P of
the Final EIR.

The Draft EIR purposefully did not identify a single proposed project but
analyzed four project alternatives at an equal level of detail to provide a
thorough and complete analysis for the public, agencies, and SANDAG Board
of Directors to consider. SANDAG acknowledges that there were many
differing public opinions regarding preferences for the Saltwater, Hybrid,
Freshwater, and No Project Alternatives and that the alternatives represent a
series of tradeoffs that could be made (e.g., freshwater habitat over saltwater
habitat).

As the CEQA lead agency, SANDAG is required to identify a proposed
project for consideration by the SANDAG Board of Directors prior to
certification of the Final EIR. The selection of the proposed project for the EIR
is based upon that alternative that best meets the objectives identified in
Section 1.2 of the EIR. While all alternatives analyzed in the EIR would
create improvements over the existing conditions, SANDAG finds that the
Saltwater Alternative accomplishes the project objectives to the 
highest degree relative to the other alternatives. Section 4.5 of the Final EIR
elaborates on the rationale for the selection of the proposed
project.







Location in 

Final EIR 

Section 3.11.3 

Section 3.12.2, and 

throughout document as 

necessary 

Section 3.15-4 

Section 4.3 

Section 4.4 

Section 4.5 

Table 5-1 

Throughout document 

as necessary 

Throughout document 

as necessary 

Appendix K 

Description of Change 

Additional information added regarding natural odors anticipated 

under each alternative. 

Text added as appropriate to include consultation with California State 

Coastal Conservancy guidance document in the design and engineering 

of the Carlsbad Boulevard bridge and Boardwalk along with the 

SANDAG Sea Level Rise Study. 

Mitigation Measure Safety-1, which specifies the placement of signage 

has been added. The addition of this measure does not change the 

significance conclusion or reduce the impact to less than significant, but 

incorporates a feasible measure to help enhance public safety 

associated with the new inlet under the Saltwater and Hybrid 

alternatives. 

Clarifies why a new inlet to the ocean remain a public health and safety 

concern even if an inlet crossing was provided. 

Clarifies the CEQA requirement pertaining to identification of the 

Environmental Superior Alternative. Adds clarification on why the 

No Project is not the Environmental Superior Alternative. 

Identifies the proposed project and provided the rationale for the 

selection of this alternative as the proposed project. 

Schedule dates updated for the l-5/SR78 Interchange project. 

Characterization of the freshwater fishing areas as subtidal was revised, 

as a freshwater system would not be tidally influenced. 

Reference to kelp establishment has been removed. 

Revision of one metric on Sea Level Rise and minor math corrections in 

the table. All shown as a strike-out/underline. 
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