
As established by the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA), 
a Quiet Zone is a section of 
rail line at least one-half mile 
in length containing one or 
more consecutive at-grade 
road-rail crossings at which 
locomotive horns are not 
routinely sounded when trains 
are approaching the crossing. 

Public Authority’s Steps to Establishing a Quiet Zone

Determine Crossings:  
Identify the road-rail grade crossings proposed for 
the Quiet Zone. 1

Establish the Quiet Zone: 
Provide proper notice to all parties established 
by federal regulation, which in this case includes: 
NCTD, Amtrak, BNSF Railway, Metrolink, the 
cities along the corridor, CPUC, and FRA. The 
Quiet Zone can become effective no earlier  
than 21 days after the date on which the notice 
is mailed.
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4 Determine Quiet Zone Qualifications and 
Category and Submit FRA Application:  
Safety is of paramount concern when 
establishing a Quiet Zone. Federal regulations 
require all crossings in a Quiet Zone to meet 
a nationally established safety threshold. 
If a crossing fails to meet that threshold 
when a Quiet Zone is established, the lead 
agency must construct Supplemental Safety 
Measures (e.g. four-quadrant gate, gates 
with medians, one way street crossings, 
etc.) to bring the crossing into compliance. 
A crossing can also be qualified using 
Alternative Safety Measures which are more 
passive in nature (e.g. photo enforcement, 
public education and awareness programs, 
etc.). If a lead agency uses Alternative 
Safety Measures, they will need to submit an 
application to FRA for review and approval. 
Stakeholders have 60 days to comment after 
FRA application submittal.

Construct Safety Measures:  
Construct the proposed 
and approved 
improvements at the 
crossings and submit an 
updated inventory to the 
U.S. DOT.
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Provide Notice of Intent (NOI) to Establish  
a Quiet Zone:
List all of the crossings within 
the proposed Quiet Zone and 
send the NOI to all applicable 
railroad operators and agencies 
responsible for rail operations. 
Stakeholders have 60 days to 
comment on NOI.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION (FRA) U.S. DOT CROSSING INVENTORY FORM

OMB No. 2130-0017

    FORM FRA F 6180.71  (Rev. 11/99)      OMB approval expires 8/31/2009

A.  Initiating Agency

B.  Crossing Number (max. 7 char.) C.  Reason for Update

Railroad
State

D.  Effective Date      (MM/DD/YYYY)

Changes inExisting Data New Crossing Closed Crossingor Abandoned

Part I:  Location and Classification Information

1.  Railroad Oper. Co. (code (max. 4 char.) or name)

2.  State (2 char.)
3.  County (max 20 char.)

4.  Railroad Division or Region (max. 14 char.) 5.  Railroad Subdivision or District (max. 14 char.) 6.  Branch or Line Name (max. 15 char.) 7.  RR Milepost (max. 7 char.)
 (nnnnn.nn)

8.  RR I.D. No. (max. 10 char.) 9.  Nearest RR Timetable Station (max. 15 char.)

(optional)

10.  Parent RR (max. 4 char.)
(if applicable)

11.  Crossing Owner (RR or Company name)

(if applicable)

12.  City (max. 16 char.)
(check one) In

Near

13.  Street or Road Name (max. 17 char.)
STATE SUPPLIED INFORMATION

21.  HSR Corridor ID (2 char.)
22.  County Map Ref. No. (max. 10 char.)

23.  Latitude (max. 10 char., nn.nnnnnnn)
24.  Longitude (max. 11 char., nnn.nnnnnnn)

25.  Lat/Long SourceActual
Estimated

14.  Highway Type & No. (max. 7 char.) 15.  ENS Sign Installed (1-800)Yes
No

16.  Quiet Zone
No

Partial24 hr
Unknown

17.  Crossing Type(choose one only)Public
Private

Pedestrian

18.  Crossing PositionAt Grade
RR UnderRR Over

19.  Type of Passenger Service
AMTRAK

AMTRAK & OtherOther
None

20.  Average Passenger Train
Count Per Day

26.  Is There an Adjacent Crossing With a Separate Number?

Yes
No

If Yes, Provide Number    _________________________________    (7 characters)

27.  PRIVATE CROSSING INFORMATION

27.A.  Category(check one)

RecreationalIndustrial
Commercial

Farm
Residential

27.B.  Public AccessYes
No

Unknown

27.C.  Signs/SignalsNone
Signs

Signals
Specify (max. 15 char.) __________________________________________    

Specify (max. 15 char.) __________________________________________    

28.A.  Railroad Use (max. 20 char.)
28.B.  Railroad Use (max. 20 char.)

28.C.  Railroad Use (max. 20 char.)
28.D.  Railroad Use (max. 20 char.)

30.  Narrative (max. 100 char.)

29.A.  State Use (max. 20 char.)
29.B.  State Use (max. 20 char.)

29.C.  State Use (max. 20 char.)
29.D.  State Use (max. 20 char.)

31.  Emergency Contact (Telephone No.)

32.  Railroad Contact (Telephone No.)

33.  State Contact (Telephone No.)

MUST COMPLETE REMAINDER OF FORM FOR PUBLIC VEHICLE CROSSINGS AT GRADE

Part II:  Railroad Information

1.  Number of Daily Train Movements

1.A.  Total Trains             __________
1.B.  Total Switching Trains

                       __________
1.C.  Total Daylight Thru Trains (6 AM to 6 PM)

                                                  __________
1.D.  Check if Less Than One Movement Per Day

2.  Speed of Train at Crossing
3.  Type and Number of Tracks

2.A.  Maximum Time Table Speed  (mph)  ____________

2.B.  Typical Speed Range Over Crossing  (mph)     from  ____________  to  ____________

Main    __________        Other    __________        If Other, Specify (max. 10 char.)  ______________________________________

4.  Does Another RR Operate a Separate Track at Crossing?

Yes
No

If Yes, Specify RR (max. 16 char.)

____________, ____________, ____________, ____________

5.  Does Another RR Operate Over Your Track at Crossing?

Yes
No

If Yes, Specify RR (max. 16 char.)

____________, ____________, ____________, ____________
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____________

Evaluate the Existing Condition and Identify 
Safety Measures: 
Conduct a safety review of all crossings within 
the proposed Quiet Zone. Complete U.S. 
Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) form to 
indicate current conditions and identify  
safety measures.
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File Application for California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) Authorization:  
If an existing rail crossing 
is being modified to create 
a Quiet Zone, the public 
authority should file a formal 
application with the CPUC 
for authorization. This 
process can take four to 12 
months for approval.
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Public Authority
Federal regulations require that a public authority, 
such as a city, county, or state, be designated 
to act as the lead agency in establishing a Quiet 
Zone. The lead agency is responsible for securing 
the necessary funding, permitting and approvals. 
The lead agency may also be required to construct 
federally-mandated safety measures at rail 
crossings, and should do so by working closely 
with the North County Transit District (NCTD). 

NCTD
NCTD is required to review each Quiet Zone 
application submitted. If approved, NCTD would 
then review and approve of the necessary Quiet 
Zone infrastructure that would need to be built 
within their right-of-way. Typical infrastructure 
required could include quad gates, pedestrian 
gates, wayside horns, medians, signal towers,  
and more.
 
SANDAG
If SANDAG is constructing a project within 
NCTD’s right-of-way and the public authority is 
pursuing a Quiet Zone, SANDAG will coordinate 
with the public authority and NCTD to help facilitate 
some of the needed infrastructure improvements.

Breaking Down Roles  
and Responsibilities

Establishing a Quiet Zone


